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Seasons Project draws a crowd

A&E

Listening to the Seasons
I’ll admit I was a little wary ... I
wasn’t sure how a student-produced album would turn out.

WORLD

Modern Day Piracy
“(Captain Phillips) is on board
now and it’s amazing to hear
his story and talk to this man
who was so brave and has gone
through so much.”

OPINIONS

Stale Air in the Bubble
“Number One Midwest Baccalaureate’s a great name tag, but
community’s not about being
the best.”

IN BRIEF
Empty Bowls

Taylor’s visual arts students
have created ceramic bowls to
be filled with soup or chili and
sold for free-will donations, with
proceeds going to the Grant
County Rescue Mission.
The event, named Empty
Bowls, will be taking place at
5 p.m. Friday, April 17, on the
sculpture garden patio between
the Metcalf Visual Arts Center
and the Student Union.

Taylathon Shirts

Taylathon shirts will be on
sale this week for $7 at the Dining Commons during lunch and
dinner. Proceeds will go to OneVerse, and the class that raises
the most money will be awarded
a surprise at their class entrance
to Taylathon.
Taylathon is scheduled to be
held on Saturday, May 2. The
women’s race is at 11 a.m., and
the men’s race is at 12:30 p.m.

NSLC Movie

There will be a screening of
the 2005 German film “Sophie
Scholl - The Final Days,” as part
of NSLC at 9:15 p.m. on Saturday, April 18 in MMVA 002.
This movie tells the story of the
last days of one member of the
anti-Nazi non-violent student resistance group.

Study Abroad in Asia

Taylor is collaborating with
Handong Global University, one
of the top universities in South
Korea, to offer a new study
abroad opportunity. There will
be an informational meeting on
Monday, April 20, in Reade Center room 143 at 7 p.m.

WEEKENDWEATHER
TODAY		
65/ 49

MOSTLY CLOUDY

SATURDAY
71/49

PARTLY SUNNY

SUNDAY
60/44

SHOWERS

Long-awaited
project kicks
off with album
release concert
By Benita Lee
Co-News Editor

Folk, jazz, soul, rhythm and
blues converged to prove that
music was the reason for the
Seasons.
All the hard work and commitment of three music business majors over the last year
finally came to fruition, as The
Seasons Project album release
concert on Thursday evening
celebrated their passion for
and talent in music.
Seniors Jasman Rolle, Megan
Sauder and Sarah Wilson took
a different path from the regular senior recital to venture
into the thrilling unknown, and
their efforts have paid off tremendously.
“We’ve put in thousands of
hours, and it’s hard; I definitely
think that we’ve had to make
some sacrifices,” Wilson said.
“But this is something that we
love ... so I think it’s worth it.”
The concert attracted a huge
Katy Andres
turnout as people poured into
Senior
Sarah
Wilson
sings
during
the
“Seasons”
album
release
concert,
the
culmination
of
her
year-long
project.
Rediger Auditorium to support
we can deliver the songs. This said senior Norah Langat. “It and entertaining.”
their fellow students. Rolle, warding.”
“This was a really ambitious
“It was fun to be a part of it ... exercises our creativity to the was good to see many people
Sauder and Wilson each persupporting them, and they project, and they pulled it off
formed about four songs with It’s my first foray into perform- maximum,” Thong said.
After the concert, many stu- should have more stuff like really well,” said junior Luke
their own bands, comprised of ing at Taylor,” Leung said.
Larson. “I think this is going to
Senior Gabriel Thong, also a dents raved about the excellent this.”
fellow musicians on campus.
Sophomore John Moore said revolutionize the way that the
Freshman Sam Leung, who part of Rolle’s band, said it was performances of the evening.
“The concert was off the there were “a lot of different Taylor music department operplayed the piano for Rolle, de- a “new experience.”
“Since the music is original, chains! I think that the Taylor styles presented, and the en- ates.”
scribed the experience as “long
and tedious, but ultimately re- the sky is the limit as to how students worked really hard,” ergy for each group was unique

Habecker’s home to receive an upgrade
Donor’s gift
designated for
new addition
By Andrew Neel
Co-Editor in Chief
Art and Gloria Muselman’s
legacy of generosity and hospitality is already well-known in
the Taylor community. Their
children are making sure that
legacy keeps growing.
Roger Muselman ’86 and his
sister Karen (Muselman ’87)
Thomas have made a $250,000
gift to Taylor in memory of
their parents, Art – a longtime
Taylor Board of Trustees mem-

ber – and his wife Gloria, who
both died in an auto accident
in August 2007. The gift, which
was accepted and approved
during the Board of Trustees
Executive Committee meeting
on April 7, will be used to fund
an addition to the president’s
home to increase its capacity
to host students, alumni and
friends.
The addition, which will be
constructed primarily over
the summer, features a 1,300
square foot Great Room on the
campus side of the house that
can host up to 80 people for a
dinner and larger numbers for a
reception. To support the Great
Room, the current garage will
be converted to a food prepara-

tion area and a new garage will
be built. The construction will
begin after commencement
and should be completed by
homecoming at the latest, Vice
President of Business and Finance Ron Sutherland said.
President Eugene Habecker
said the president’s home was
constructed when he and his
wife Marylou were undergraduates at Taylor in 1966 and the
student population was roughly 1,300 – about two-thirds
its current size. Habecker said
the Great Room would allow
him the freedom to host larger
groups, from new faculty members and prospective student
families to student organizations or entire floors.

“It’s kind of like a campus
living room in a sense,” said
Habecker, who also mentioned
a desire to host large-scale student Bible studies in the Great
Room.
This gift is the latest in a long
list of contributions from the
Muselman family, who have
donated to the science learning
center, the Memorial Prayer
Chapel, the Taylor annual fund
and student scholarships.
“Ask our Taylor friends what
word pops into their minds
when they hear the names ‘Art
and Gloria Muselman’ and
many will immediately say,
‘hospitality.’ Our parents continually opened their hearts
and our home to the Taylor

family,” said Karen Thomas.
“We see that same passion
played out in the lives of each
of our Taylor presidents and
their spouses.”
Karen is currently on the
Taylor Board of Trustees and
her brother is a chairman of the
Board of Visitors.
“I think the Muselmans are
an incredible family who were
looking for a way to honor their
parents on the university campus in a way that captures the
focus on hospitality that Karen
and Roger’s mother was so
good at practicing,” Habecker
said. “Taylor is grateful for
these kinds of friends.”

Professor joins National Literature board
By Emily Moore
Contributor
Quinn White, associate professor of education and Taylor
grad (’87), has been selected
to join a prestigious board to
choose recipients of the National Literary Award.
The Notable Children’s Books
in the Language Arts board is
composed of seven individuals who review 800 to a thousand children and youth books.
White will read through the list
this year, selecting thirty submissions worthy of the award.
White is also in his third and
last year on the board of the
Children’s Literary Assembly,
composed of faculty from a diverse group of universities.
“I’m very happy to represent
Taylor in that,” he said.
After this last year on the
board, he will stay on the committee to maintain the Web
page for the board.
White’s current enthusiasm
for reading is quite a departure from the interests of his

younger days. He never considered himself an avid reader
and did not complete his first
novel until he was a junior in
high school, remembering it
as a great accomplishment for
him at the time.
A new found love of reading
inspired him to apply for the
position of Cadet Teacher as a
junior, a position that allows
high school students to assist
in schools. He was rejected.
“They said, ‘No, ’cause you
don’t have what it takes to be
a teacher,” White said. “And
again, it’s just being patient
and listening to God. That
would have been a great time
to shut down.”
White considers himself a
late bloomer when it comes to
learning, but he completed his
undergraduate in elementary
education at Taylor, and went
on to obtain his masters in children’s literature at Ohio State
University. He also completed
his doctorate in children’s literature at Ohio State. White says
the professors there served as

mentors and a strong driving
force behind his accomplishments in literature.
“A lot of profs there are really well-known in the field,”
White said. “I had great mentors. They ... took me along
with them, and said, ‘You need
to look into this program and
that program, and we want to
see if we can get you on this
committee.’ They mentored me
very well.”
After over 20 years of teaching experience, White’s testimony is one of learning to be
patient with God’s plans. White
taught at Taylor University Fort
Wayne for seven years and has
been teaching at the Upland
campus for three years within
the education department.
One of his favorite courses is
a young adult literary class for
Sarah Neel
elementary education majors.
Quinn White was recently selected to be on the board to
In the class, students read choose recipients of the National Literature Award.
and then meet for discussion at
White’s house. “They can get of teachers understanding the on which he keeps track of book
perspective of what students reviews of the children’s books
pretty emotional,” White said.
White teaches the course be- are reading and going through. he has read: http://drquinnsWhite also maintains a blog bookblog.blogspot.com/
cause he sees the importance
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“Whitewater Times Strategy” helps navigate tough economy
By Hannah Beers
Co-News Editor

Most Taylor students are familiar
with the story of Genesis 41, in which
Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dream
about seven lean cows devouring seven
fat cows. The lean cows, Joseph said,
represented seven years of famine that
follow seven years of plenty.
Economically speaking, 2009 is a
lean cow year.
Vice President for Business and Finance Ron Sutherland cited the Biblical passage as influential as Taylor administration faces a tougher financial
environment.
“We are known as a quality institution, and we want to insure that that’s
protected and sustained,” Provost
Steve Bedi said.
In October of 2008, Taylor administration began developing the Whitewater Times Strategy, a plan for dealing with potential drops in enrollment.
The strategy outlines a series of scenarios and how Taylor will manage the
financial pressures.
These pressures surface in at least
three major ways: decreasing endowment earnings, increasing general
costs, and declining enrollment.

Taylor’s endowment — essentially a
big savings account, said Sutherland
— is primarily made up of donations.
As in Joseph’s advice to Pharaoh, the
account serves as a safety net when
times are tough — money set aside
for the future. The university does not
spend the money in the account itself,
only the interest earned each year, half
of which goes to financial aid.
But in harder economic climates,
earnings on the endowment decrease
while prices of certain utilities, such as
electricity and water, may increase.
The endowment provides 10 percent of Taylor’s funding. The bulk of
the university’s funds – 90 percent –
come from tuition, making enrollment
the most important factor in financial
decisions.
“We’re an enrollment-driven institution,” Sutherland said. “So that’s
where our focus needs to be on: What
does (next year’s) class look like, and
what is the impact on the budget?”
The parents of many current and potential college students have been directly impacted by the year’s job cuts,
pay freezes and high prices. And a
parent budgeting to support their college student or considering schools for
their high school graduate has these

numbers in mind.
According to the Whitewater Strategy, Taylor must remove $500,000
from its budget for every 25 students
lost from next year’s projected class
size.
Some aspects of the plan are already
being implemented, as $750,000 has
been raised for financial aid, both for
incoming and currently enrolled students. The applicant pool will be increased next year, allowing for a larger
class size.
A crucial step, Bedi said, is simply
to be careful about new purchases and
commitments.
“We want to be deliberate,” Bedi

said. “Therefore, we’re postponing
some of the program plans until we
know exactly where, financially, we’re
going to be next fall.”
Laying off employees is a last-resort
option, Bedi stressed.
It isn’t a last-resort option for some
universities. The Council of Independent Colleges, an organization that
serves independent liberal arts colleges, reports that 24 percent of colleges
have laid off staff or are considering
doing so. Fourteen percent are looking
to laying off faculty.
“We’ve had this (endowment) for
probably 10 to 15 years; this is the
time we need it,” Sutherland said. “We

could have spent it ... 10 years ago, but
then we wouldn’t have it now. There
are schools that don’t have that kind of
reserve, and when they drop students,
they have to respond (immediately).”
Even though their intentions are to
be proactive, the ultimate source of
Taylor’s confidence is a trust in God’s
faithfulness, Bedi said.
“If you look over the years in the history of Taylor, you see God’s provision
for sustaining the mission time after
time after time,” Bedi said. “We do our
part, but also are trusting and praying
that God will ... carry out Taylor’s plan
to advance the kingdom.”

The Envision Film Festival
By Benita Lee
Co-News Editor

The film festival formerly known as
Trojan proves that a sequel can be better than the original.
This year’s guest of honor is filmmaker Michelle Steffes, a Taylor graduate
(‘00) who produced “Short Term 12,”
the 2009 Best Short Film at Sundance
Film Festival.
The newly named Envision Film
Festival honors aspiring filmmakers
whose visual storytelling explores the
range of human experience with hopeful vision, artistry, truthfulness and integrity, as the mission statement says.
Kathy Bruner, media communication
professor and festival co-organizer,
described the festival as “a celebration
of creative storytelling and cinematography from people across campus.”
Bruner said the new name helped to
express their “hopes and aspirations
for Taylor filmmakers in the future.”
“We really wanted a title that would
reflect a little bit more about what we
hope the festival accomplishes, and the
word ‘envision’ is suggestive of seeing,
imagining and visioning the future,”
she said. “When we watch these Taylor

films, we can envision what these Taylor filmmakers will be able to accomplish in the future, as God leads them
to use their visual storytelling gifts in
culture.”
Other changes include a shift in venue from Rediger Auditorium to Mitchell Theatre, and the addition of sponsors like Apple Computer, Inc. and the
Visual Story Network, to take the event
to the next level of professionalism.
Cash prizes will be replaced by sponsorship prizes like Apple merchandise
and networking opportunities with
film industry insiders.
The festival will be held over only
one evening this year, with a two-hour
screening of eight to 12 of the strongest
films from 15 different award categories, followed by the awards ceremony.

Steffes will also offer a free film directing and writing workshop open to the
campus on May 8 at 3 p.m. in MMVA
002.
Senior Eliza Dhonau, student producer of the event, describes it as an
opportunity to display “support to fellow students and show an interest in
what they’ve been doing.”
“It will be a great chance for students
to share their creativity and passion
for film with their peers,” Dhonau
said. “I think the festival provides an
important forum for their talent to be
recognized.”
The festival will be held May 8 at 7
p.m. in Mitchell Theatre of the Rupp
Communication Arts Building, and
tickets go on sale on April 20 for $4.

NSLC takes on media, politics
By Elena Forsythe
Staff Writer

"I chose to pursue my masters at Grace because of the Prayer in Counseling class.
I was very impressed with a school that put special emphasis on prayer. I have
learned much about counseling, but I feel that I have learned much about myself.
Even more important, by example, my teachers have shown how well Jesus has
enabled them to love others. I thank God for directing me to this program.”
Becky Stetson, Student
Graduate Department of Counseling and Interpersonal Relations

t M.A. in Counseling
t M.A. in Interpersonal Relations
t Scripturally based
t Focused on each student’s personal &
spiritual growth

CACREP Accreditation The Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP), a
specialized accrediting body, recognized by the Council for Higher Education (CHEA), has granted accreditation for
the M.A. in Counseling Degree in Mental Health Counseling at Grace College.

Web site: www. grace.edu
E-mail: macslg@grace.edu
Telephone: 866.974.7223
200 Seminary Drive,
Winona Lake, Indiana 46590

This weekend Taylor University will
host 225 students and faculty supervisors from neighboring Christian universities across the country at the National Student Leadership Conference.
This year’s conference builds off of last
year’s theme, developing the idea of
how Christians should interact with
media and politics, two of the biggest
influences on today’s culture.
Workshops will address cultural topics including abortion and Christian
social ethics, as well as academic issues
in fields of theology and philosophy.
Last year was a different approach
from the previous 35 years, said Nate
Antiel, Taylor Student Organization’s
Vice President for Leadership Development.
“The philosophy put forth in academia affects politics, affects media
and in turn affects the world,”Antiel

said. “It’s not intellectual, per se, but
asks students to utilize their intellect.
We want to expose students to various
fields of thought.”
The theme in 2008 was “More Than
Shadows,” based on Plato’s philosophical theory of the cave, and this year
looks at Augustine’s “City of God.”
Cathy Weatherspoon, director of
Leadership Development, said, “After
the fall of Rome, Augustine reminded
the Church that … our citizenship is in
heaven. I think it relates to how important it is that although there’s turmoil
and opposition around us, because
our citizenship is in heaven, that’s
our hope. But it does not negate our
responsibility to be kingdom builders
while here on earth.”
“Last year was based on loving God
with all your heart, mind and soul. This
year it’s based off of the understanding
that you’re a citizen of the world but
not necessarily being influenced by the
negativities of our society, of our culture,” Weatherspoon said.

“(The presenters) are all extremely
distinguished professors from their
various fields,” Antiel said. Speakers
include Jens Zimmerman of Trinity
Western University and Norman Klassen of the University of Waterloo along
with five faculty presenters and four
graduate student presenters.
Antiel has been planning the conference for two years as part of “the threeyear large picture.” The 2008, 2009
and 2010 conferences are “following a
logical progression,” said Antiel, each
building on the previous year. “Next
year will be more concerned with the
practical aspect of culture-making,
(while this year is about) how to grasp
a Christian philosophy of culture.”
The conference will run from Friday
to Sunday, beginning with a banquet
and keynote session on Friday night.
All Taylor students are welcome to attend the concluding chapel service on
Sunday where Wengatz Hall Director
Jon Cavanagh will be speaking.

we read the
e-mails you delete.

friday
Chapel 10 a.m.
Dr. David Allen
Relational Enrichment

saturday

Steve Clough
Whitaker Auditorium
MMVA 002
7 p.m.

STAFF

monday

Taekwondo

Senior Recital

Aerobics Room, $2 fee
3:30 - 5 p.m.

Chapel 10 a.m.

Jennifer Wolcott, voice
Recital Hall
3 p.m.

Dr. Eugene Habecker

Recital

C.S. Lewis &
Friends Society
Meeting

sunday

Carley Spence, voice
Peter Kuehl, flute
Recital Hall
7:30 p.m.

Sophie Scholl:
The Final Days
Free admission
MMVA 002
9:15 p.m.

Vespers
Dr. Bob Lay
“My Last Sermon” series
Recital Hall
8 p.m.

tuesday
S.M.U.R.F.S.
Stuart Room
9 p.m.

wednesday
Chapel 10 a.m.
Senior share chapel

thursday
Global Outreach
Event
TBA

Lighthouse
Mandatory
Info Meeting

Lighthouse
Mandatory
Info Meeting

Nussbaum 123
9 p.m.

Nussbaum 123
9 p.m.

Taekwondo
Aerobics Room, $2 fee
7 p.m.

TCA Worship Night
Rediger Auditorium
9 p.m.
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Piracy: a 21st century problem
Saudi Arabian
peninsula

U.S. cargo captain
rescued from
hostage situation
By Stephen Groves
World News Editor

Gulf of
Aden
Somalia
Africa
Arabian
Sea

Piracy has become a major problem in the narrow shipping lane between
Somalia and Yemen.

The rash of piracy off the coast of Somalia has been elevated from a nuisance
to a real issue for the United States.
The U.S. Navy killed three pirates this
week in order to rescue Captain Richard Phillips of the cargo ship Maersk
Alabama. Phillip’s ship was attacked
last week, but he offered himself as a
ransom in order for the rest of his crew
to escape.
The pirates then took off in a lifeboat
with the captain as hostage. The U.S.
Navy war ship USS Bainbridge located
the pirates and was negotiating for his
release. The captain tried to escape and
swim for the ship, but was recaptured
by the pirates.
Then on Monday, Navy snipers killed

three of the pirates, freeing Phillips. A
fourth pirate on board the Navy ship
trying to negotiate a ransom was taken
into custody.
Navy spokesman Vice Admiral William Gortney said they decided to take
action because Phillips appeared to be
in “imminent danger.”
For one Taylor student, the news of
the pirate attacks and rescue was more
than just headlines. Senior Kathy St.
Cyr’s boyfriend, Aaron Wishart, is an
officer on the USS Bainbridge.
She contacted him via e-mail last
week. Wishart said that he had been
“on the bridge, without much sleep”
and that “the standoff was intense.”
However, when the crew successfully
rescued the captain, he said he realized
how rewarding it is to serve. He said of
Phillips, “He is on board now and it’s
just amazing to hear his story and to
be able to talk to this man who was so
brave and has gone through so much
... I know that he’s thankful for us, but
I think that we are all equally thankful
for him.”
Meanwhile, St. Cyr has been vigilantly watching the news for information
about the situation.
“I’m very relieved to know that the
situation is resolved and that Aaron
and the USS Bainbridge have safely
pulled into port in Kenya. I’ve been really encouraged and blessed to know
that people all over the world have been
praying for him by name,” St. Cyr said.
“And it has been kind of fun to be able
to say my boyfriend is fighting pirates.”
While the present crisis seems to be
averted, it may only be a plug in a much
larger problem.
Crews are frequently taken hostage
and used to extract large ransoms, but
pirate leaders have vowed to revenge
the deaths in recent U.S. and French

“Patriotism is when love of your
own people comes first; nationalism, when hate for people
other than your own comes
first.”
- Charles de Gaulle
rescues.
The move by the Navy to escalate action against the pirates signifies a new
resolve to quell the problem. There
were 111 incidents in the Gulf of Aden
and off the coast of Somalia last year
according to the International Chamber of Commerce. The ransoms and necessity of selecting alternate routes are
costing the shipping industry millions
of dollars.
Following last week in which two
U.S. vessels were attacked, Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton has unveiled
a plan to tackle piracy in the area. She
said, “We may be dealing with a 17th
century crime, but we need to bring
21st century assets to bear.”
The U.S. plan to prevent piracy involves not only military action, but
freezing pirates’ assets and improving
the economic conditions of Somalia.
The U.S. hopes to strike at the root of
the problem rather than simply patrolling for pirates on the high seas.
Clinton said, “These pirates are criminals, they are armed gangs on the seas,
and those plotting attacks must be
stopped.”
Piracy is frequently the only option as
a get-rich scheme for Somalians in an
economy that is in shatters and a government that is in disarray.

CHINFO. Navy Visual News Service

The USS Bainbridge tows the lifeboat from which Captain Richard Phillips was successfully rescued this week.

Study abroad in Spain creates new powers
By Ellen McConnell
Contributor
I came to Spain this semester hoping
to do three things: improve my Spanish,
make some friends, and avoid Indiana’s
“loco” spring weather. But as a strange
side effect, I seem to have developed
several superpowers.
Nothing as flashy as flying, X-ray vision or sneaking past Barb without my
ID, but enough that I’ve been trying to
invent my own superhero name. For
example, after my first week of wearing Spanish-style stiletto boots, I developed calluses a coal walker would
envy. I thought about calling myself
“The Achilles Heel.” However, it turns
out that walking four inches above the
ground was only the beginning of my
latent abilities.
By week three I became used to consuming about a gallon of olive oil per

day. Mediterranean food is a lot like
sunscreen – once you get over the fact
that everything’s covered in grease,
you realize it’s good for you. But eating meals like fried fish, eggs and beans
every day is not for the faint of heart.
That’s why I secretly began calling myself “Greased Lightning.”
At the same time I discovered I could
force cars to stop in their tracks. I simply step blindly into the road with the
confidence and fierce expression of a
Marine. I used to think that car horns
sounded hostile, but now I know that’s
the driver’s way of saying, “OK, you win
this time.” I just smile to myself and
think, “‘The Stoplight’ strikes again!”
“The Flash” would be appropriate if it
wasn’t already taken. After all, dodging
Spaniards, dog doo and speeding bicycles has definitely improved my reaction time. I may not be able to keep up
with my salsa dancing instructor, but at

least I can avoid stepping on his feet.
I’m currently leaning toward “Soundwave” due to my most recently acquired
power: understanding my host mother’s boyfriend, Fernando. Dear old Fernando has a heart of gold and a rather
bad habit of chewing up his sentences
before spitting them in my bewildered
face. Normally I just smile and nod
obliviously, but the other day I swear I
could hear him say, “Sean Connery was
definitely the best Bond.”
I could go on about my many new
talents, such as “holding it” for over
an hour while my host brother chainsmokes in our only bathroom. I could
talk about my increased caffeine tolerance, navigation skills and knack for
spotting other “Americanos” in a crowd.
But I won’t even mention the fact that I
can now peel an orange Sevillan-style
(using a knife), because that might give
the wrong impression about who has

really been “saving the day” since I got
here.
Cheesy as it sounds, I’ve been learning lately that God is the ultimate superhero. Whether I’m in need of a bus
home from Granada, a safe hostel, a
pair of shoes that don’t make my feet
bleed, or just the patience to deal with
the language barrier, God has faithfully
provided. As long as I acknowledge my
dependence on him, it doesn’t matter
how big or small the crisis is; he’s by my
Top drug lord arrested
Colombia- Authorities captured the
country’s most wanted drug lord on
Wednesday. The government had offered a reward of up to two million
dollars for information leading to his
arrest.
North Korea quits nuclear talks
North Korea- The government walked
out of negotiations to decommission its nuclear program. It has also
expelled all international inspectors
from the country. The fall-out comes
after North Korea launched a longrange rocket on April 5, which was
suspected to be a missile test.
U.S. soldier convicted for Iraq murders
Germany- A court marshal on a U.S.
military base in Germany has found a
master sergeant guilty of the murder
of four Iraqi detainees in 2007. He is
the senior officer among seven soldiers allegedly involved in the murders. The soldier may be sentenced
up to life in prison.
The search for Cleopatra’s tomb
Egypt- Archaeologists are searching
three sites they hope may contain the
tombs of doomed lovers Anthony and
Cleopatra. Excavation of the sites will
begin next week.
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side faster than a speeding train.
So when the rain in Spain is falling on
you, stop hugging the flimsy umbrella
your host mom handed you this morning. Duck into the warm café of God’s
protection and trust him to keep you
safe in the midst of the storm.
While you’re there, order a café con
leche – the coffee here is unbelievable.

Iran will propose nuclear deal
Iran- Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad has announced he will
present a proposal for a nuclear deal
that will ensure “peace and justice”
with Western powers. Iran claims its
nuclear program is solely for peaceful
purposes, but critics suspect they are
trying to acquire nuclear weapons
Saudis regulate child marriage
Saudi Arabia- Amid controversy over
a case in which a 60-year-old man
married an eight-year-old girl, Saudi
authorities say they plan to regulate
marriages of young girls to older men.
These marriages are frequently based
on poverty, in which the girls are sold
as brides. In the case of the eight
year-old, the court ruled the man
could not consummate the marriage
until the girl reached puberty.
Indians turn out the vote
India- Polls are open in the world’s
largest democracy. Nearly 700 million
Indians are eligible to vote in for the
lower seats of Congress.
Suicide bomber hits security post
Pakistan- A car bomber set off explosives at a checkpoint in northwest
Pakistan. Authorities report the attack killed at least 18 people, nine of
whom were police.
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Does this Make Me
Look
Fat?
Randy Kizer

FROM CHEESE PARTIES TO THE PASSION PIT,
EVERYONE IS WONDERING...

I actually founded/
created
cheese
parties (a FOSO event)
my freshman year.
I received a care
package with lots
of food, including
a cheese block.
I
decided
to
have
the guys over that
night to help me eat
it.
And hence was
born the “cheese

party.” I’m still putting
them on almost three

years later. It mainly
consists of a lot of
guys cramming into
my room and eating

cheese
dancing

while

around to
music that I have
blaring
from
my
stereo.
-BEN ENGLAND

FIGHTIN’
FOSO
Andrew Neel

O

ne fighter was pinned within seconds, a duo of evenly matched contenders were battling to a stalemate and another member of the fracas
was knocked unconscious.
Not bad for a bunch of nerds.
The men of Gerig Hall, far from being averse to the displays of physical superiority that have defined masculinity for millennia, have a tradition of testosterone which should make every male floor on campus jealous.
FOSO – short for Fourth South, from the previously named South Hall – may
be well-known on campus for its Airband extravagance, high cumulative GPA
and Mario 64 speed runs, but the floor knows how to fight. Case in point: the
scene described above from FOSO’s final Fall Brawl.
Fall Brawl was a longstanding FOSO tradition which involved everyone on
the floor engaging in a massive wrestling match in the Gerig lounge, with the
women of the dorm cheering from the sidelines. The floor was split into two
teams, either by upperclassmen against freshmen or by location on the floor.
Once a side had emerged victorious, the remaining fighters would then engage
in a free-for-all battle royal.
One-time Fall Brawl participant Jeremy Erickson, a man who is known on the
floor for his ability to recite 300 digits of pi, described the knock-down-drag-out
fight as “mass chaos.”
During the Brawl of 2005, however, this already chaotic environment was
thrown into pandemonium when then-junior Tom Ganz was taken down by a
“perfectly acceptable” wrestling move, as described by the assailant: 2008 grad-
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uate Nathan McCauley.
McCauley, FOSO P.A. at the time, said he had come up behind Ganz when he
grabbed him, pulling him to the ground. During the move, McCauley pivoted so
Ganz would fall on his chest with McCauley on top of him. McCauley pinned
Ganz and moved on, not realizing Ganz had hit his head and suffered a concussion. Soon it was discovered that Ganz was no longer moving, and the Brawl
stopped as the group checked on and prayed for Ganz, who was taken to the
hospital.
Ganz had no serious injuries, McCauley said, other than a noteworthy case of
rug burn on his face that probably didn’t help his credibility in his debate the
following weekend. As McCauley explained, Ganz would have been fine if they
had been wrestling on a mat, but the force of the fall hitting the concrete below
the thin layer of carpeting in the lounge was enough to knock Ganz out cold.
At the next Gerig P.A. meeting following the Brawl, it was quickly decided that
2005’s edition of the fight would be the last of its kind.
“Fall Brawl was an opportunity for the men of FOSO to convey the manliness
and toughness behind their soft exterior,” McCauley said of the now defunct
event.
Current FOSO members have continued their wrestling tradition with a toneddown but still masculine-as-heck alternative: FOSO Fight Night. In this floor
challenge, each suite on FOSO competes for bragging rights in a series of oneon-one fights.
“(Fight Night) is awesome,” current FOSO P.A. Ben Anderson said. “It’s a competition to see who can take down who, but it’s not like we lose control of the fact
that we’re still brothers on the floor. You can have two guys going at it like crazy
with veins pulsing and it looks like their heads are going to explode.“
“I think it’s a great thing,” Anderson added. His fighting FOSO forefathers
would certainly agree.

We
for

love
its

the fact

On the list of dreaded questions, this one might be near the top:
“Does this make me look fat?” Apparently, some people will go to
great lengths to not answer that question. According to sophomore
Rachel DeMeo, one of her friends actually took an enormous bite of
food to avoid having to speak for several minutes after hearing those
dreaded words. This incident was the spark for a crazy Gerig game
that has become legendary. The rules are, if you are holding an item
of food in your hand and someone asks, “Does this make me look
fat?”, you must stick as much of it in your mouth as you can. And
that’s how the game began. It never really ended. “It’s an epidemic,”
junior Ben Anderson said. “It’s glorious.”
Possibly the most heart-wrenching tale occured when Anderson
was refilling his mini gumball dispenser. “Brandon Jacob walked in
and I offered him some gumballs from the huge plastic tub of 600 I
was holding. He took a few and then asked, ‘Does this make me look
fat?’ I almost cried.” With at least 40 gumballs in his mouth, Jacob
was thoughtful enough to call game founder and enthusist Rachel
DeMeo who promptly ran over from the Union to take a picture.
Vying for the distinction of the most heartless participant is junior
Andrew Goedicke. On a fateful day in the early fall when DeMeo was
spending time with fellow Gerigian Peter Kuehl, his brother Paul,
and their parents who were visiting from France, DeMeo sat down
a. asking “the question.”
with an ice cream cone when Paul joked about
Her fear dissipated in a sighed of relief, but only for a moment. Goedicke walked up and asked it for real. “I’ve never seen so much hate
in a person’s eyes,” Goedicke said. “She managed to stick the entire
cone in her mouth. It was impressive but looked very painful.”
You might be thinking that this is a stupid stunt asociated with
junior high or that it is a cruel and degrading form of recriation.
While that might be true, “Does this make me look fat?” is more
than just a game. It’s a way to say “I missed you” after Christmas
break, welcome freshmen to the dorm, or relieve the tension of a
stressful week. It’s about bringing out the best in people, namely the
community that everyone is so sick of talking about but everyone
loves to participate in. So, while it’s painful to devour a carefully
crafted deli sandwich, it makes for some great college memories.

d.

b.

*XBTESBXOUP(SBDFBOEUIFBSFBCZJUTDPTUFòFDUJWFOFTT
8IBUTLFQUNFIFSFBSFUIFHJGUFEQSPGFTTPST5IFJSGPSNJEBCMF
BDBEFNJD LOPXMFEHF IBT CFFO NBUDIFE POMZ CZ UIFJS
TQJSJUVBMJUZ5IFZBSFGVMMZFOHBHFEJONJOJTUSZUIFNTFMWFTBOE
QFSTPOBMMZ DBSF BCPVU NZ TQJSJUVBM EFWFMPQNFOU 0VUTJEF PG
DMBTTSPPN XFEJTDVTTBOEQSBZPWFSUIFKPZTBOEUIFTUSVHHMFT
PG NJOJTUSZ * SFDFJWF HSFBU FODPVSBHFNFOU GSPN UIFN * XJMM
DPOUJOVBMMZMPPLCBDLPOUIJTUJNFXJUIEFFQHSBUJUVEF

c.

because it’s one of the

smallest dorms on
campus, it’s got a
great “family” feel.

I would definitely
Another
agree.
unique
aspect
of
Gerig is its lounge

atmosphere.
With the lobby as a
common
hangout
place,
it’s
not
uncommon to find
people
hanging
out with the desk
worker, or watching
TV in the “Passion
Pit,” or setting off
the fire alarm by
frying tortillas in the
kitchen.
-HANNAH CHUPP

people, and
that it's co-ed.

This gives the dorm
the
opportunity
to
have
both
gender
relationships
and
the
atmosphere
with
a balance of both
genders, without any
awkward getting to
know them bit that
you sometimes have
to
confront when
meeting
between
dorms. -Sarah Lu

My

GERIG’S
GREATNESS
Adrienne Chaudoin

M

y favorite moment from “The Muppet Christmas Carol” is when the
omniscient narrator, played by Gonzo, predicts something that immediately comes true, and Rizzo the Rat looks straight into the camera and says, “How does he do that?” I find that same phrase getting stuck in
my head every year right after the Gerig Hall Airband performance. We all have
the same time to practice, but everyone can’t help thinking that Gerig Hall has
Airband camp in the summer to get a head start.
While at Taylor, we’ve seen Gerig place first in “Never Had a Friend Like Me,”
“The Lonely Goat” and “Fiddler on the Roof,” followed by “Deliver Us,” which
won second.
How do they pick which song to choose? The dorm decides. Peter Kuehl and
Andrew Goedicke, leaders of the last two Gerig performances, took suggestions
from members of the dorm. After narrowing them down, they let everyone vote
on their favorite song and go with the winner.
Once the song is decided, they start brainstorming. Ideas for choreography
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Kenneth Hurne, Grace Seminary Student

I think what a lot of
people will tell you
about Gerig is that

Gerig

come from other productions of the song, or trial and error on their own part.
Last year with “Deliver Us,” Chelsea Mecaskey used her past experience with
dance to help with the women’s choreography.
After brainstorming, committees are formed. “With over 60 people involved in
the production (“Deliver Us”), we had to create a production committee,” Kuehl
said. “We put individuals in charge of props, costumes, set design, communication, rehearsal scheduling and choreography. It ended up being extremely efficient, and everyone did an amazing job.” The good thing about working with the
whole dorm is Airband fees can be low, but still make a lot of money for props
and costumes. The set and costume committees get together and divide up the
money based on what they need.
Despite rumors, Gerig does not have Airband camp, they don’t skip meals and
they don’t neglect school. They actually seem to have a lot of fun. But being at
the top does take hard work. They rehearse three to five times a week, and practices run up to three hours sometimes. Since 60 people followed through with
the practices and performances, the only cracking of the whip was for theatrical purposes. “We let everyone know that it will be a hard commitment so they
aren’t surprised,” said Kuehl, “though we also let them know how much fun it
ends up being.”

Transforming

a.

FATTY PICS
a. Rachel DeMeo protests through a mouthfull of
cheesecake.
b. Andrew Goedicke gets a taste of his own
medicine (ice cream).
c. Hannah Troutman devours a roll.
d. Brandon Jacob with a lot of sandwich left to go
e. Ben Anderson faces the music - 40 gumballs.

e.

You’ve
probably
heard about Gerig
being a “family” which really is true.
Everyone
knows
each other and they
really do welcome
each member and

boyfriend,

a
Sammy
guy,
was talking about
Gerig and said,
“You walk in, and
it’s like family.
Everyone
knows
everyone else.”
- LYDIA KILMER
PIC:

David Colgan sports
lack of belly button

accept them for
who they are...
even a family of 4

that has come to live

with them!

- JANE BOWSER
LIFE & TIMES

A glimpse of Grace:
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M.A., M.Div., D.Min. on-campus programs available.
Two M.A. programs offered online.
FOr more Info
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MUSIC FEATURE

Seasons

student album release
By Josh Kennedy | A&E Editor

I’ve always wondered what
it would sound like if different musicians collaborated and
kept their own sounds. Now
you’re expecting me to tell you
that I’ve finally found something that ended my endless
wondering. I did.
When I was handed a copy of
the Seasons Project CD, I’ll admit I was a little wary. Granted,
I know that each member is
an extremely talented musician, but I wasn’t sure how a
student-produced album would
turn out.
So, as any semi-skeptical music lover does, I slid the compact disc into my computer ’s
CD drive and (after adding the
names and song titles) imported it into iTunes. I waited
for what seemed like an unholy
amount of time, during which
I began to read the handy little
booklet contained inside the
case. Being a smart fellow, I
began to realize that the album
was divided up into three
chunks, each one containing
three songs written by a specific
band member.
While each song was performed
with several collaborating students, the style of said songs
is largely reflected by the band
members.
The first three songs on the
album, written by Megan Sauder,
are piano-driven and lyrically
reflective. “Midnight Drive”
leads off the album and talks
about how life and love is like
driving in the dark: “Fighting
my way through the darkness /
it surrounds my being / headlights find the way / lead me
somewhere forbidden / into the
arms of love.” Overall, the song
sounds hopeful and eager to experience life.
Sauder ’s second song, “Being
Unknown,” is a creative blend of
driving piano, swooning vocals
and rhythmic bass. The lyrics
seem to call someone out for
trying to bring out the darkness
inside the singer: “You fight to

This week in

POP

CULTURE

Authorities have arrested
a camouflage-wearing,
camera-toting woman they
say was caught peeking
into Britney Spears’
windows.
Antwon Tanner, who
plays high school basketball
star Skills Taylor on the CW
drama ‘One Tree Hill,’ was
arrested today in connection
with a social security card
scheme.
Ryan Seacrest is
reportedly months-deep into
a fling with a Los Angeles
bartender. A female one?

reveal my black despair / that’s
the color I cannot bear to wear.”
The third and final song
produced by Sauder is titled
“Rachel.” A reflective song
about “Daddy’s little girl” begs
to know why a sweet girl left
eveything behind and now is
“just a name in this song.”
Megan Sauder ’s music is relaxing and smooth but still hits an
authentic note that rings long
after the music has stopped.
The next third of the album is
devoted to Jasman Rolle, a native
of the Bahamas. His mixing of
the R&B, jazz and gospel genres
makes for a creative and diverse
blend of music.
Rolle’s first song, “Love’s Lament,” is a cry out for true love,
not just your run-of-the-mill,
give-and-take scenario. Featuring
soulful vocals, grooving music
and a rap, this song is hardly different than something you might
hear on the radio today.
“Purposed” is the name of
Rolle’s second song, and this
reflective number features strong

WTUR

vocal talent that would make any
girl’s heart beat just a little bit
faster ... OK, mine too.
The third song of Rolle’s part
of the album is entitled “Hiding
Place.” This piece really blends
the musical abilities of many
musicians. Very reminiscent of
Sunday mornin’ gospel numbers,
Rolle infuses some of his Bahamian background into the number with auxiliary percussion, a
whistle, and a string section.
Overall, Jasman Rolle’s abilities
as a composer and director make
him an unstoppable musical force
and a whirlwind of creativity and
energy.
The third and final section of
the album was written by the talented Sarah Wilson. Her indie/
experimental style mixes well
with her blend of harmonies and
beautifully obscure instrument
compositions.
The first song, entitled “Jack
and Jill,” is a fun fusion of the
infamous nursury rhyme with a
love story.
Wilson’s second song, a splen-

didly dark version of the David
and Goliath story, is titled “A
Boy From Gath.” Its slow build
eminates the passion behind the
vocals.
The last song, both of Wilson’s
and of the album, “Happy Endings,” is a lounge-rock story
about dressing modestly and desiring someone that loves her for
who she is. The first song Wilson ever wrote, this tune really
shows her ability to creatively
mix music and message.
If Sarah Wilson is not involved
somewhere in the music industry
sometime in the future, something is wrong.
If you missed your chance to
attend the CD release party, you
should know that these talented
musicians utilized every ounce
of musical ability to create a fun,
creative and musically diverse
evening. You should be sorry you
missed it.
For more information, visit
myspace.com/theseasonsproject.

MOVIES

John Madden, the former
coach whose booming voice
and boisterous personality
made him the most influential
broadcaster in the history
of televised football, has
announced that he is retiring
from the booth.
Just a few weeks after
Matt Lauer had surgery
due to a biking accident,
‘View’ co-host Elisabeth
Hasselbeck was hit by a
bicyclist on the streets of
New York while trying to hail
a cab.
Supermodel extraordinaire
Heidi Klum and singing
husband Seal are expecting
their third child together.
“Lost” hunk Josh Holloway
and wife Yessica named their
first child, born April 9, Java
Kumala.

WEB

FM Static - Dear Diary
WTUR Review of the Week

I Love You, Man
Dreamworks

Aviary
http://www.aviary.com

After a three-year silence, FM Static breaks
through the airwaves with “Dear Diary.” Though
not musically profound, FM Static delivers its
typical, happy, upbeat pop-punk guitar riffs solidly
on this new release. FM Static breaks the barrier
between Christian and secular, and while the majority of the album brings a poppy flair, the roots of
singer/songwriter Trevor McNevan’s past in rock
band Thousand Foot Krutch are still noticeable,
especially in songs like “Boy Meets Girl (and Vice
Versa),” which sings about girls that love Jesus.
Later, in the tune, “The Voyage of Beliefs,” they
ask the thought-provoking question “What if I
stumble... on my way to You?” Overall, this new
FM Static record is stereotypical of the band, but
brings fresh upbeat music to jam to in the car or
while studying.

In “I Love You, Man,” Paul Rudd plays Peter Klaven, a
recently engaged real estate agent with a serious lack
of male friends. His fiancé, Zooey (Rashida Jones
from “The Office”), has a bevy of girlfriends for her
side of the wedding party. Klaven, however, doesn’t
even have a best man. Encouraged by Zooey, Klaven
begins the search for male companionship. After
several failures and one potential boyfriend, Klaven
has given up on finding friendship when he meets
Sydney Fife, played by Jason Segel. Klaven and
Sydney bond; the duo are united by the contrast of
Klaven’s lack of confidence and Sydney’s straightforward candor. If the plot sounds fairly straightforward,
it’s because it is. “I Love You, Man” is not a particularly captivating story, but the humorous, genuine and
smile-producing performances of Rudd and Segel
make the movie something worth falling in love with.

What if you had an entire editing suite of software,
from photo editing, to a vector illustrator, or a color
swatch maker? Oh, did I mention that it was all
online and free? Yeah. That’s Aviary: a hybrid of your
run-of-the-mill social networking site and a front-line
web application Web site. Not only can users utilize
the tools available, but their creations are available for
download in multiple formats, and they are posted
in their profile and listed in different rankings on the
site. Aviary.com offers four tools, each named after a
different kind of bird. The first, Phoenix, is based off
the ever popular Adobe Photoshop. Next is Toucan, a
vector-color swatch maker. Peacock is a pixel-based
effects editor, and finally, Raven, which is comparable
to Adobe Illustrator. In addition to editing your own
images, you can also open any file made by another
user and see how they did it, make your own adjustments and save it to your profile and/or computer.

Kevin Gehrett & Josh Kennedy

Andrew Neel
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A word’s worth

By Brandon Fitzsimmons
Columnist
I’m going to try to write this article
in as few words as possible.
As I have flipped through the last few
issues of “The Echo,” I have found myself sorely disappointed with the quality of several pieces. By quality, I do
not necessarily mean gaudy, cumbersome verbiage and elegant structure.
Though these are sufficient elements
of sound writing, they are hardly necessary. What is truly necessary is the
necessity of the very word, phrase or
idea at hand.
Horace, one of the great lyric poets
of the Roman Empire, in his esteemed
“Epistle to the Pisones,” once admonished his contemporaries by stating
that “every unnecessary word spills
over and is lost to a heart that is already filled to the brim.”
Without following too deep a philosophical tangent, it might be too easily
inferred that, at the heart of his warning, the ancient bard is emphasizing a
scarcity of verbal expression, silence
and bland writing.
Yet, a more accurate interpretation
would be this: Make the most of each
and every word you use.
The two words – “each” and “and”
– are intentional examples of wasted
words. I included them for the sole
purpose of demonstrating just how
thoughtlessly easy it is to squander individual words.
Examples of hollow and clamorous rhetoric (some taken seemingly
straight from an argument between
two middle-schoolers) can be found
sprinkled throughout several of the
Mailbox sections on recent Opinions
pages.
Similarly, entire ideas (such as the
oh-so-common church-bashing tirade) become tired themes due to
mass repetition.
And this mass expenditure of precious wordage is not limited exclusive-

ly to brash, insubstantial Echo articles
and the vehement irrationality of the
occasional student reply.
For a community that prides itself
on intentionality, we are often all too
quick to cloak our intentions in unfounded hyperbole and vacuous intensifiers. (Believe it or not, the value
of the simple phrase “I love you” and
the frequency by which it is used have
actually been discovered to be indirectly proportional in relation to one
another.)

“Make the most
of each and every
word you use.”
Meanwhile, our prized mirrors of
personal transparency are gradually
fogged amid the breath of our endless
qualifiers, explanations and rebuttals.
In an effort to keep my own mirror
polished and clear, I will be frank with
you all: I never realized my own frightening potential to spend unnecessary
words and phrases until I observed
someone who honestly doesn’t.
In my case, this awakening came
last fall when I, an English major (and
relatively unlikely culprit of prodigal
verbalism), had the chance to observe
the sheer force and poignancy of wellhoned, incisive tact in the moderatelyvoiced thoughts of two particular professors.
Their proficiency at slicing through
all the smoke of man’s nonverbal pyrotechnics and excess expression with
little else but a well-timed word or
idea left me profoundly aware of my
own immoderate tendencies.
While I doubt this article alone will
astound you like I was astounded last
fall, I hope it at least cultivates a similar awareness. For those interested in
developing the power and necessity
of their words, ample models can be
found in the forms of various faculty
members, chapel speakers and local
pastors. And, in the wake of the Easter
season, the most appropriate example
of all may be found in three simple
words that still resound through the
millennia: “It is finished.”

In the most recent Echo, Jessica Martini wrote an
excellent article on the need for us to be open about
our struggles, specifically in the areas of depression
and anxiety. She pointed out that many people struggle
with these issues, and learning to open up to people is
an important part of healing.
I want to go further and point out that while most
struggles are made easier by openness, some struggles
are not as safe to be open about as others, due to the
very real stigmas and misconceptions that exist.
This is not a good thing.
Our campus needs to understand the need for Christlike compassion toward people with struggles different
from ours, particularly the less common ones, or we
risk alienating our brothers and sisters in Christ.
I have personally experienced one such less common
struggle. For as long as I have had noticeable sexual
attractions, I have found myself attracted to people of
both sexes.
While it is safe and easy to talk to other guys about
my feelings for women, it is obviously not the same to
talk about my feelings for guys. This is true despite the
fact that I believe sexual behavior is only appropriate

Getting knocked conscious
By Steve Etheridge
Opinions Editor
When living in a place commonly
recognized as a bubble, people will
look for — and find — snorkels, little
chances to breathe air from the Outside. Whether ideological aberrance
or deviation of conduct, students will
inhale deeply from what’s not stale at
costs as high as integrity.
It’s convenient to dismiss this as a
condition of insubordination, but responsibility obliges a careful look at
environment.
Because of our very humid notion of
piety and the subsequent expectations
we bear, the most minor ethical infractions become lurid betrayals of trust.
Our smallest contradictions become
clanging hypocrisies, reverberating at
unsettling volumes, where elsewhere
they might be the auditory equivalent
of a fruit fly passing gas.

in heterosexual marriage, and I have never even used
pornography, let alone been in a romantic or sexual relationship with another guy.
How much more difficult do you think it is for someone who actively struggles against homosexual behavior, or has no feelings towards the opposite sex?
Many guys who struggle with these issues experience
a great deal of shame, isolation and feelings of inferiority, as I used to.
However, I have experienced a great deal of healing,
and God has worked greatly in my life. The most critically important step to healing was learning to open up
to selected other guys about my struggle.
Their brotherly love, support and prayers were invaluable in helping me overcome my shame. Ironically,
the more platonic love I experience from my brothers
in Christ, the less desire I have for sexual connection
with them, and lustful thoughts are diminished.
Thus the actions and attitudes of a few supportive
people helped me grow closer to Christ.
Think about your own responses to issues you don’t
happen to struggle with. Are you helping people as they
pursue Christ, or are you pushing them away?

Send letters to the editor at steve_etheridge@tayloru.edu by 3 p.m. Wednesday. They should be no longer than 400 words.
Due to volume, we cannot print all opinions articles that we receive. Please keep your opinions as concise as possible.
The Echo reserves the right to edit for length and content.

OPINIONS

This concentrates suspicions, gradually dulling devotion to the conception
of community and brand of education
that brought most of us here in the first
place.
Saddle all this with some pretty severe disciplinary standards, standards
that respond to substance-related violations with abrogation of leadership
positions, considerable loss of privilege, and a chair in the on-deck circle
for the Boot, and what you get is fear.

“Community and
growth become
real when we
sidestep our
charm and
concede our
depravity, our
humanness.”
Maybe it’s just the high frequency of
the bolded term “immediate dismissal” in the Student Life Handbook, but I
get the sense that discipline precludes
grace, at least concerning on-campus
punitive proceedings. Repentance is
more like surrendering at the police
station than an opportunity to emerge
stronger.
And this should trigger an alarm.
When reaching out puts someone at a
new kind of risk, there’s a desperate,
almost estimable kind of courage that’s
required that wouldn’t be reasonable
to assume from anyone.
I can accept that a university needs
to implement structure, and I won’t
deny that boundaries are necessary
to keep things shapely, no matter how
tame the student body.
But I do believe there’s a need for
someone of authority to hold up a
campus brochure, with all the sun and
smiles and intentional community,
and say, “This is not us.”
Community and growth become real
when we sidestep our charm and concede our depravity, our humanness.
Preceding a lengthy objective code of
correction, the Student Life Handbook
notes that “the Scriptures do not describe a precise model for discipline.”
I suppose it’s not precise, but our
Authority responded to our iniquity
with unthinkable sacrifice, giving undeserved redemption — the ultimate
second chance — and declaring that
love triumphs justice.
With that in mind, it’s so, so necessary to acknowledge the ugliness.
Number One Midwest Baccalaureate’s a great name tag, but community’s not about being the best. It’s
about the orchestrated function of individuals, exerting ourselves to higher
and higher standards of excellence immeasurable by the U.S. News & World
Report.
It’s saying, “Here are our cracks and
shortcomings, every caustic attitude
and divisive action.” It’s finding some
forum for tolerance where students
can come forward and confess and
cope and believe that there’s a better,
safer option than their struggle.
I’m not notably smart or well-versed
in Bible-y things, and my conduct has
considerable room for improvement.
But I can see with what seems like
obvious clarity that there’s a need

to begin looking at things with new
consciousness. More than reflection
and revision, consciousness denotes a
breath-by-breath interaction with an
active world, constantly hitting the refresh button on the ol’ internal browser, reassessing who we are and what
we’ve learned.
I think we need to work for this acute
awareness through which we can discover lasting value in what’s suspected
as banal, or perhaps regard someone
as not a problem or broken rule, but a
person.
I know sporting corneas during a lecture’s hard enough, let alone reforming the most basic ways we perceive,
but we are all very much products of
our environments, and thus by understanding ourselves in a very gritty, incisive kind of way we can become more
attuned to our surroundings.
Biologically speaking, we’re already
hopelessly self-centered, but the more
we understand ourselves and try to
align with a Christlike consciousness,
the more we’ll move away from selfsatisfaction (i.e., contentedness, or
worse, arrogance).1
Allow, just this once, an absolutely
cringe-worthy cliché: It’s time that we
get real.
It’s time to learn and feel and care
and intuit. This goes farther than
how we reach out to each other. Getting real means quitting this idea that
gender relations are a party game, and
recognizing someone’s humanity before their sex. It means sucking the
cool out of chapel, letting go of these
Coldplay-ish bridges as the pinnacle of
our worship experience2 and finding
new, meaningful avenues to celebrate
our privilege of praise that exalt God
above our hipness.
If we just really begin to pay attention, we’ll see problems and solutions.
We’ll get closer and closer to that Steven Curtis Chapman dive from autonomy3, challenging our very being to let
Jesus in the driver’s seat, with Carrie
Underwood blubbering in the background.
So yes, the air in the Bubble can get
stuffy. But I imagine most of us find
when we get away that things are really much better here than we realize.
There are a lot of really nice people
here. We have an entirely unique faculty that cares about more than grading our papers. And that’s neat.
Still, there’s always room for growth.
And it’s okay to feel frustrated and disillusioned, but the moment you quit
caring and applying, the cyclical behaviors begin, and you’ll find yourself
needing more faith and courage than
ever before.
1. Attention middle school pep rallies: Self-esteem shouldn’t be equated
with “Welp, I am who I am. No way I’m
gettin’ any better than this.” Ambition
is grossly undervalued.
2. Good example: Hillsong’s perplexing repetition of the exclusive lyric
“fire fall down,” which, being unfamiliar with whatever Scripture it might be
referencing, sounds no more reverent
than “tornado come hither” or “mako
shark, partake in my torso.”
3. Which, I should note, is like the
scariest thing I can think of, and
though it feels strangely paradoxical
to denounce humanness via human
counsel … uh … HELP!
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Trojans command conference
Taylor capitalizes
on Wildcat errors,
takes home twin
wins
By Andrew Morgan
Contributor
With Jake Bragg
Contributor

said, “Zach and Mike pitched
really well in the first game. We

knew that they weren’t going to

ness.”
In the second game the Trojans struck first again when
Kraynak singled to right center
field and allowed Maple to come
in with another run. However,

wins yesterday after an after-

the Wildcats responded well

noon doubleheader against the

with four runs in the bottom of

Indiana Wesleyan Wildcats.

the first, giving them their first

The first game, starting at 4

lead of the night 4-1. Sophomore

p.m., resulted in a 10-inning, 2-1

pitcher Chris Howell was dis-

victory for the Trojans. In the top

mantled during the first inning

of the third the Trojans scored

but regained his poise later in

first with an RBI single batted by

the game and allowed only one

junior Michael Kraynak and ran

further run.

in by senior Matt Maple. In the

“It helped when Coach came

bottom of the fifth, Wildcat’s TJ

out and settled me down. He told

Fletcher singled to right field, al-

me just to take a deep breath and

lowing Matt Fleissner to run in a

throw strikes. Once I did that, I

score and tie the game at 1-1.

was fine,” he said.

A pitching duel between soph-

The game was 4-1 Wildcats

omore Zach Vander Laan, Kray-

until the Trojans took charge in

nak, and Wildcat’s Joshua Wor-

the bottom of the fourth with five

rell led to five scoreless innings

runs giving them a 6-4 lead.

the ice in the 10th.

Golf

12th of 23 at Milikin Spring Classic
7th of 10 at Taylor Invitational
Upcoming meets:
11 a.m. Fri vs. Trine University
9 a.m. Sat vs. Trine University
(Zollner G.C., Angola, Ind.)
10 a.m. Mon vs. Cedarville U.
(Beavercreek G.C., Dayton Ohio)
8 a.m. Tue vs. Cedarville U.
(Country Club of the North,
Beavercreek, Ohio)

Softball (13-19, 3-9)

L, 6-4; L, 6-2 vs. Spring Arbor*
Cancelled vs. IWU*
L, 0-1; L, 5-6 at Huntington*
Upcoming games:
3 p.m. Tue at Marian* (#RV)
3 p.m. Thu vs. IWU*

In the top of the sixth the Tro-

Track

jans managed to hit three more

Senior Cassidy Emery was

runs in. The Wildcats could only

walked home with the bases

respond with one additional run

loaded by Worrell who had

against Howell and the game

pitched the entire game. This al-

was over with a score of 9-5. The

lowed Maple to come in for his

Trojans are now 24-12 overall

second and final run of the game,

and 10-2 in the MCC. They play

making the score 2-1 Trojans.

again at 4 p.m. tomorrow at Mar-

Trojan head coach Kyle Gould

L, 2-3; W, 12-0 at Goshen*
W, 2-1 (10); W, 9-5 at IWU*
Upcoming games:
4 p.m. Fri at Marian*
1 p.m. Sat vs. IWU*
1 p.m. Tue at St. Francis*
1 p.m. Thu vs. St. Francis*

just needed to take care of busi-

The baseball team took two

until the Trojans finally broke

Baseball (24-12, 10-4)

score a lot of runs on us, so we

ian College.

5th of 8 at Indiana Little State
(Marion, Ind.)
Upcoming events:
11 a.m. Sat at Manchester
Invitational
(North Manchester, Ind.)
Timmy Huynh

Junior Michael Kraynak celebrates after striking out the last IWU hitter during the first game
of Thursday’s double-header. The Trojans won the 10-inning game 2-1.

MVP Breakdown: Setting the record straight
By Jake Bragg
Contributor
With the NBA regular season
finally in the books, it’s time to
hand out some awards. While
the suits in the league’s front
office will hand out some eight
awards in all, there’s really only
one that everyone cares about:
the MVP of the league.
This year is really a three-man
race (sorry all Dwight Howard,
Chauncey Billups and Chris
Paul fans out there). I’m here to
set you straight on who should
be MVP. In sequential order:

Number 3: Kobe Bryant.
Quite frankly we’re splitting
hairs between numbers 2 and
3, but the reigning MVP has a
couple of knocks on him. First
of all, he has easily the best supporting cast, headlined by fellow all-star Pau Gasol. Second,
he won the title last year with
better numbers. His numbers
are still good, though, averaging 27 points, 7.6 rebounds and
7.2 assists per game, and he
steps up and guards the best
guy on the floor every night as
well. Most years, he’s the MVP.
However …

Number 2 on our list, Dwyane Wade, did just as much with
less. He managed to lead a team
with no inside presence and a
rookie point guard to 42 wins,
while leading the league in scoring (30.2 points) and was also
in the top 16 for assists, steals
and blocks, which has been
done exactly zero times. Which
would be great except:
LeBron James took his game
to legendary levels this year.
The most telling statistic of
the year: the number of times
a team that won 65 games and
had an individual average at

least 28 points per game in the
same season before this year?
Five times. Once by Kareem,
three times by Jordan and once
by Shaq with the Lakers. The
common thread with that list?
All of those guys played with
another hall of famer that year
(Worthy, Pippen, Kobe). LeBron (28.4 ppg) just joined that
list with a supporting cast that
includes one all-star injury replacement and a bunch of nobodies! Add in that he probably
finishes runner-up as Defensive
Player of the year, and that’s
because he’s one of only four

players ever to lead their team
in points, rebounds, assists,
steals and blocks for a season.
He has officially stepped into
Jordan territory with his performance this year, and should
be the unanimous Most Valuable Player this year.
Oh, and by the way, all of those
teams that won 65 or more with
a player who scored at least 28
went 5 for 5 in winning NBA
titles. I’m just sayin’…

CLUB SPORTS
Lacrosse
(Men 4-4)

W, 12-5 at Carnegie Mellon
W, 14-11 at Butler
Upcoming games:
3 p.m. Sat vs. John Carroll

(Women 4-3)
L, 5-9 at Indiana U.
(Bloomington, Ind.)

Upcoming games:
TBA vs. Mount St. Joseph

Ultimate Frisbee (2-2)
Upcoming games:
9:30 a.m. Sat at Anderson

*denotes MCC match
(home games indicated in bold)

ATHLETEoftheWEEK
KRISTENBAUER

Softball falls to Foresters
Solid defensive
effort comes up
short
By Julia Berger
Contributor
The softball team (13-19, 3-9)
was not able to pull ahead of
Huntington in the doubleheader yesterday. The team lost by
one point in both games. The
final score of the first game was
1-0, and the Lady Trojans left
Huntington after a 6-5 second
game loss.
The team displayed successful pitching and offense, but
was unable to combine the two

in the same game to pull off a
win.
Don Tomaszewski, stats keeper and father of senior pitcher
Jill Tomaszewski, was very
pleased with the team’s performances despite the losses.
“In the first game it was an
excellent pitching duel. It was
Jill vs. Lauren Ward,” Don said.
“It was a fun game to watch. We
had a very good defense.”
Pitching on both teams was
the focus in the first game while
in the second it was mostly the
offense and defense.
“The second game was almost
the exact opposite,” Tomaszewski said. “They got seven hits

in the first two innings to score
three runs, but we came right
back and got three runs of our
own.”
Huntington managed to get
16 hits off of freshman pitcher,
Kristen Bauer. The Trojans kept
up with 11 hits of their own.
Head coach Robin Lockridge
was especially pleased with the
defense. “We saw defensive
toughness,” she said. “We were
virtually flawless. The defense
looked amazing.”
The batting is the next area
the team needs to focus on.
Lockridge explained the team
bats well in practice, but when
it comes game time, they needs

file photo: Timmy Huynh

The softball team cheers for a batter during their April 2 game against Bethel.

to boost their confidence.
“If we’re battling (at the
plate), then we’ve improved,”
Lockridge said.
In the past few games the
team always had one unfortunate inning that they had to try
to make up for in the following
innings, but that was not the
case in the games yesterday.
“We didn’t play perfect, but
we didn’t have one bad inning that we had to come back
from,”
Tomaszewski
said.
“They chipped away at us, but
we didn’t give up.”
The Trojans stayed in both
games for every single inning
regardless of the score.
As the team looks ahead, they
will be working on consistency
in games and not only in practice.
“In the next few games I expect a lot of good pitching,”
said Tomaszewski. “It would be
nice to have a combination of …
pitching and the offense.”
The team will be playing IWU
next week, which has always
been a competitive match for
the Trojans. They are hoping to
beat IWU in both games.
“I’ve really enjoyed watching
them play. They’ve really impressed us,” Tomaszewski said.
“They’re just scrapping and
playing good softball. We’re
looking forward to the next
couple of games.”
The team travels to Marian
College on Tuesday for a 3 p.m.
match-up.
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Katy Andres

Full name: Kristen Bauer
Birthday: April 17 Height: 5’7”
Hometown: Born in California, grew up in northwest
suburbs of Chicago.
Sport: Softball Position: Pitcher
Major: Psychology Class: Freshman
Weirdest food you’ve ever eaten: The legs of a frog
that I caught. Yes, gross, I know.
How would you like to change the world? Free hugs
Who has had the most impact on your life: My
mom. She has stood by my side through the good
and the bad.
Favorite ice cream sundae: Trojan 2 at Ivanhoe’s
Favorite animal: My dog, Katy.
Favorite movie of all time: “That Thing You Do!”
Favorite restaurant: Olive Garden
Coffee or tea? Sweet Tea! Mmmmm.
Dream job: To travel the world and get paid for it! Awesome!
Favorite cereal: The good kind of granola at the DC
Favorite board game: Twister
Favorite candy bar: Carmelo
Favorite band: The Klave
Role model: Wonder Woman
Highlight of high school softball career: Setting the
record for least amount of walks in a season - three.
If you were a crayon, what color would you be?
Tickle Me Pink
Favorite Bible verse: “Delight in the Lord, and he will
give you the desires of your heart.” Psalms 37:4

